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Background:

PhaseI andPhaseII BTAAssessment:

Inspiredby the possibility of a dreambecominga reality, Lana
McPhersondetailedher community's desiresfor a KansasRiver
accessrampandcity parkduringtheexerciseportionof theKDHE's
BrownfieldsWorkshopin Leavenworth,Kansas,onJuly13,2005.

McPherson (City Clerk and Chair of the Sesquicentennial
CelebrationCommitteefor theCity of DeSoto,Kansas)previously
hadperformedacommunitysurveythatindicatedastrongdesireto
“get back on the river” as part of the community's 2007
sesquicentennialcelebration. The city purchasedtwo adjacent
propertiesalongtheriver for a futurecity park,settingthestageto
incorporateariver accessrampandshowcaseboththerampandthe
parkasthecenterpieceof the2007sesquicentennial.

McPhersonsubmittedanapplicationto KDHE on July 27 to have
Brownfields Targeted Assessments(BTAs) conducted on the
riversidepropertieslocatednorthwestof the city. KDHE's BTA
programis fundedthroughafederalgrantandprovidesfundingfor
PhaseI andPhaseII environmentalassessmentsfor redevelopment
projects.

By early October2005, PhaseI BTAs were completedat both
properties.PhaseI assessmentsdid not identify anyenvironmental
concernsonthewesternproperty,whereasand-dredgingfacility had
operatedfor severalyears. Basedon thesefindings,thecity began
designandconstructionof theboataccessramponthesouthsideof
theKansasRiver.
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FormerSand-DredgingFaciltyontheWesternMostProperty

Unregulated Dumping Site Located on the Eastern Property

A RecognizedEnvironmentalCondition(REC)wasidentified for the
easternpropertydueto historicalandunregulateduseasapublicdump
site. A PhaseII BTA wascompletedandapprovedin mid-March2006
byKDHE in timefor thepubliccelebrationof theboatrampcompletion
onthewesternproperty.

Basedon data collected during the PhaseII BTA, there were no
significantenvironmentalimpactsidentifiedattheeasternpropertyand,
therefore, no additional environmental responsewas necessary.
However, KDHE recommendedthatfill anddumpareaspresentonthe
propertybe removedto eliminatepotentialsafetyhazardsto workers
building the city park andfuture recreationalusers. The city should
coordinatewith theKDHE Bureauof WasteManagementto allow for
saferedevelopmentof theeasternportionfor recreationaluse.

BoatRampLocatedonWesternPropertyin Final Stages


